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LIBRARY NEWS

Leisure Reading at the Library
id you know that aside from our outstanding collection of textbooks and resource books, The Douglas and

Judith Krupp Library offers a vast collection of leisure reading titles for our patrons, as well? From yesterday’s
best-sellers to tomorrow’s new and noteworthy releases, we have a collection that offers something for everyone
on campus. After all, the library recognizes the need for ‘leisurely activities,’ and escaping into a good book in
one’s free time enhances the whole learning experience at Bryant University.

In celebration of Black History Month for February, we offered the best-selling memoirs of Vice President Kamala Harris (The Truths We Hold: An American Journey), former President Barack Obama (A Promised Land),
former First Lady Michelle Obama (Becoming) and TV host/ABC’s legal journalist Sunny Hostin (I Am These
Truths). Each book promises to take you on a journey you will never forget.
If you’re looking for something to read on a cold winter’s night with a cup of hot cocoa by your side, we offer
some new and exciting titles by Fredrik Backman (And Every Morning the Way Home Gets Longer and Longer),
Booker Award Winner Douglas Stewart (Shuggie Bain: A Novel), National Book Award Winner Charles Yu
(Interior Chinatown), Sarit Yishai Levi (The Beauty Queen of Jerusalem) and many more.
Krupp Library is always interested in patron recommendations, so don’t hesitate to contact David at
circdesk@bryant.edu with any titles which catch your attention. We are eager to review all submissions and if
there’s a place on our leisure reading shelf, we will be happy to add it to the library. —David Chianese

NEW LIBRARY WEBSITE STUNS STUDENTS

T

he Douglas and Judith Krupp Library is so excited to announce the launch of our brand-new website. While our
former website served us well for quite a long time, we even won an award for it in 2013, we have known that we
needed an update for the past few years. Our new website has been a collaboration with other members of campus
including Web and Integration Services, specifically Erica Lebrun and Matthew Periera, as well as University Relations, specifically Eric Meier.
In 2019 the library staff conducted user experience testing with example university library websites that we thought
contained the aesthetic and functionality we were looking for and received useful feedback from several students.
We tasked them to locate materials and recorded their searches and their verbalized thought processes as they worked
through the exercises. These insights were extremely useful in our initial conversations with the Web and Integration
Services team.
We collaborated with Erica, Matt, and Eric for the last year to create a web site that is streamlined, easy to navigate,
responsive on mobile devices, and provides our essential information, resources, and services with ease. Some special
highlights now include:

•

Our beloved live chat service available on all library website pages via a small chat bubble in the bottom
right-hand corner

•

Institutional intellectual and creative output, as well as university digital archives and art collections, via
a single link on our main navigation - Institutional Repository

•

Simplified access to what we loan, how it can be borrowed, and library policies

We are so excited to share this new website and would love to hear any feedback on how we can make it even better.
If you wish to share suggestions, thoughts, or ideas for improvement please email Laura Kohl, Director of Library
Services lkohl@bryant.edu. —Laura Kohl

The Chronicle of Higher Education NOW AVAILABLE
The Douglas and Judith Krupp Library is pleased to announce that The Chronicle of Higher Education is
available to the Bryant campus community via their website and would like to thank the Provost and
Academic Affairs for this acquisition. The Chronicle is an independent news organization covering colleges
and universities.
To access The Chronicle from the library’s homepage (https://library.bryant.edu/), click on Articles and
Databases in the top menu bar. Then in the Alphabetical Letter box on the right, select “C” and click Apply.
Scroll down to select Chronicle of Higher Education. —Jodi Devine

DEI MEDIA CLUB TACKLES TOUGH TOPICS

O

n October 29th, 2020, the university held its first annual Day
of Understanding, a campus-wide event meant to expand learning,
sharing, and engagement in topics of diversity, equity, and
Inclusion (DEI). Among the many events, the library was
asked by the Office of Institutional Diversity, Equity,
and Inclusion to offer a DEI Film & Book Club. Two sessions
were scheduled to meet over the winter break via zoom. On
December 21st, a group of staff and faculty from different
departments across campus met to discuss the parallels of the
best-selling book Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson and the Netflix
Original documentary 13th. Dr. Terri Hasseler from the
Department of English and Cultural Studies who was in attendance
had this to say about the event: “The library’s Film/Book club
meeting on Bryan Stevenson’s Just Mercy and Ava
DuVernay’s 13th led by Meagan Joseph was a very powerful
discussion of mass incarceration throughout U.S. history. It is very
helpful that the library provides this space to talk and learn with
colleagues because those conversations reinforce our shared work
of identifying and combatting systemic racism.” This was an
engaging and successful event. We were able to add new faces to
the discussion surrounding social justice topics and make new
partnerships for the library to pursue for upcoming programming.
The second meeting of the club took place on January 12, 2021.
This discussion focused on The House of Impossible Beauties: A
Novel by Joseph Cassara and the first season of the FX
original series Pose. The conversation on the transgender
community of the 70’s and 80’s and the AIDS epidemic
was impactful for those in attendance. Melanie Cluley from the
Office of DEI said of her experience: “The new DEI book and film
club offers an opportunity discuss books and watch films that
showcase diverse experiences. It is an opportunity to elevate
voices of individuals that may or may not be in our immediate
community. It was also a wonderful way to check out books and
media that I would not have known about. (How did I not know
about Pose? I loved it!) I especially enjoyed spending time
(virtually) with members of the faculty and staff in a relaxed
atmosphere engaging in healthy, respectful conversations about
complex and challenging topics.” It is exciting to see
the call for more DEI reaching so many departments here on
campus and the library is proud to be able to play a role in this
critical initiative. —Meagan Joseph

LIBRARY PROMOTES CIVIC ENGEMENT

L

ibraries inherently deal in equity. The idea that all information, no matter the viewpoint or content,
should be available to all people is a radical idea. But that mission can go beyond books or periodicals.
Many public libraries act as hubs for their respective communities, holding classes to help immigrants
prepare for their citizenship tests, political forums for voter education, or serve as polling places. These
libraries provide their patrons with services which will meet their needs. Our library plunged into the
proverbial depths of civic engagement to meet the needs of the Bryant community which kept changing
as the events of the past year unfolded ad infinitum.
As 2020 was an election year, the library partnered with Law professor Ilisabeth Bornstein and the
Politics and Law department on two separate projects: the monthly “Talking about Politics” event and
the “Bryant Votes” initiative. The former dealt with educating students about current political or social
topics, with an expert in that field moderating the discussion. The latter was a push to increase voter
registration and participation within the Bryant community.
Our first Talking about Politics event was held in person which made it easier for students to drive the
discussion. Professor Rich Holtzman, Ilisabeth Bornstein, and I answered questions about the Supreme
Court, Brett Kavanaugh, Merrick Garland, and where to find credible news. As the semester turned
remote, so did we. We held Zoom meetings hosted by different faculty members discussing topics like
foreign policy and the 2020 presidential election, Russia, the role of protest in our democracy, and
more. At any point when a topic came up it was my role as the representative from the library to find
relevant articles and links to share with the students via the chat on Zoom. When asked about the event,
Professor Borstein said, “Talking About Politics was created with the vision of helping students learn
how to explore their questions about current events. The sessions were structured to emphasize asking
questions, rather than listening to presentations, and it was essential to have library partnership so that
students could be provided in real time with examples of how to learn more on particular topics.”
Bryant Votes was a much larger partnership between Athletics, Student Government Association,
Student Programming Board, the library, and Woke Athletes. This initiative was wide reaching,
including voter registration tables, a social media presence, lecture events, and more. Bryant provided a
unique opportunity for voter engagement as our students vote less on
average than most colleges and universities in the country. For
example, according to a report from the National Study of Learning,
Voting, and Engagement, only about 24% percent of registered
students voted in the midterms elections of 2018 as compared to a
little over 39% at other institutions. While the information about the
2020 election is not yet available, there is a clear need for voter
mobilization and registration at Bryant. We rightly praise Bryant
students as being forward thinking and innovative, but it is our job
going forward to better illustrate to them that they can bring their
unique perspectives to the ballot box. —Connor Mathis

LIBRARY STAFF ANNOUNCEMENT

I

n February of this year, a new team member joined the library staff. Eduardo Veras Martinez comes
to us from Rhode Island College where he spent so much time in the library, his friend suggested he
start working there. He will be taking over for Wendy Smith-Stenhouse who recently left the library
after many years with us to join the Counselling Center’s team. Having recently graduated with a BA in
computer science and a BFA in digital media design, Eduardo sees the intersection of these fields of
study as an opportunity for developing new ideas and bringing them to fruition saying, “What
[computer science and digital media design] have in common is the ability to create something that I
have thought of or sketched. They help give a different perspective on problem solving.” Eduardo is
using these skills to aid in cataloging and digitizing the special collections and archives at the library for
our Institutional Repository. The library team is fortunate to have someone like Eduardo who brings a
combination of library experience with technological prowess. When asked what he was looking forward to being a part of the library team, Eduardo said, “Seeing what I can contribute and learn because
you never stop learning.”
Eduardo is a fan of anything written by the author Anne Rice (who is represented in our library’s collection!) and recommends that people check out Wandavision, despite its slow start. It is ironic that Eduardo is taken by a show centering on the Vision, given their shared power over tech and their pursuit
of more knowledge. —Connor Mathis

